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Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES
Read 
the following article carefully and
 make notes in the margin 
as you read. 
Your notes should include:
Comments that show that you 
understand
 the article. (A summary or statement of the main idea of important sections may serve this purpose.)
Questions you have that show what you are 
wondering
 about as you read.
Notes that differentiate between 
fact
 and 
opinion
.
Observations about how the 
writer’s strategies
 (organization, word choice, perspective, support) and choices affect the article.
Your 
margin notes
 are part of your score for this assessment.
Answer the questions carefully in 
complete sentences
 unless otherwise instructed.
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Enslaved Children Freed After Being Forced to Make Christmas Decorations
Police and child advocates broke padlocks and busted down doors in a surprise raid of a sweatshop in India, only to find a group of children imprisoned who had been forced to make Christmas decorations. The children, as young as 8 years old, were kept in rooms approximately six feet by six feet and had been forced to work up to 19-hour days making the decorations, which advocates believe may have been intended to be sold on the cheap in the United States.
Human rights group Global March for Children led the raid, but also got help from former British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, who now serves as the United Nations special envoy for global education.
The 14 children who were freed are now in the process of being reunited with their families, who are scattered across India.
Brown released video to ABC News revealing what he says were the illegal conditions in which the children in Delhi were discovered.
“There is no parent in the world who would ever want their child to be subjected to conditions that you see in these films of children in dingy basements, without air, without food, without proper care, being forced into child labor for all these hours of the day. I think every parent who sees these films will want this practice brought to an end as quickly as possible.”
Child advocates say American consumers would likely never know the origin of goods made with child labor, which Brown says has become a global epidemic that needs to be solved.
 
In a push to garner more attention on the issue worldwide, Brown’s office released a new report today, “Child 
Labour
 and Educational Disadvantage – Breaking the Link, Building Opportunity,” which says 91 million children in the global workforce are younger than 12 years old.
In the case of the children rescued in Delhi, he says they were both injured and scared.
“Some of them are lacerated because they’re working with glass. And we found these children in this basement. They were not being paid,” he said. “They had been trafficked themselves. And they were making these Christmas decorations that were being sold in our shops and our web sites in the West.”
Priyanke
 
Ribhu
 of Global March says many children in India are often lured away from their parents by 
gangmasters
 who befriend their parents in the remote villages where they live. The 
gangmasters
 reportedly promise parents their kids will be taken to a better place where they will be provided a real education and many great opportunities they could not receive in their villages. Parents are also often told the children will be able to send money back home to help their families.
Far too often, 
Ribhu
 says, the children simply end up locked away behind padlocks only to work 17-18, even 19-hour days with no one to help them. 
Ribhu
 says holiday decorations similar to those discovered in the recent raid can be found on eBay and in other marketplaces online or in stores.
In addition, she says, the items are often sold off into a sophisticated network of suppliers that make it nearly impossible for retailers or consumers to know whether the goods they are purchasing have been made by child labor.
Ribhu
 warns, however, there are some tell-tale warning signs American consumers can be on the lookout for if they wish to avoid purchasing products made with child labor. First, she says, if the holiday decorations you are purchasing are not labeled with the country they are made in you might want to be concerned. Next, she says if they have an unusually low price and are marked as “
hand made
” it is another red flag. 
Ribhu
 also warns to be cautious when examining “
hand made
” items that are also marked as being made in India.
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C
omprehension q
uestions
 – answers may be in phrases
. 
Name the human rights group that led the raid.
What two positions does Gordon Brown hold?
How many children were freed, and what is the age of the youngest?
What internet based company may unknowingly sell merchandise made by child slaves?
How much money do these children generally send home?
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2.  
Answer each question 
in one or
 more complete sentences.
What is a “sweatshop”
?
What does it mean to be “trafficked”
?
Define “lacerated” as used in the article, and explain why the child slaves were “lacerated”
?
7/8.RL.
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3.  
 
Explain why child labor is now considered a global epidemic. Cite textual evidence to back up your response.
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4.  
How can the average consumer avoid purchasing items handcrafted by child slaves? Cite evidence from the text to support your response.
7/8.RL.
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